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Chapter Officers 2013 -14 

October Meeting Location:  CACHAREL  

 2221 East Lamar Boulevard, Arlington, TX 76006  

October 8, 2013  -  11:30 - 1:30 (extended luncheon time)  

Board Meeting:  10:00 - 11:30 

Pre-register here  by Noon on Friday, October 4th  

Although guests are free their first time they should be pre -registered.  

Luncheon Menu  

Sliced Roasted Pork Tenderloin with provincial sauce, wild rice, green beans 

with almonds, crème brule.  

$15.00 before the registration deadline and $20.00 after.  

No-shows will be billed.  

October Luncheon:   

Our October meeting is the annual joint lunch-

eon with the Appraisal Institute at Cacharel.  

Real Estate and Economic Forecast for 2014  

Ted Jones, PhD, will discuss the status of the eco-

nomic recovery, including information about job 

growth, population growth, real estate sales, and 

stock market performance. Ted C. Jones is cur-

rently the chief economist at Stewart Title. He has 

been an economist at the Texas A&M Real Estate 

Center and a lecturer at Lincoln University. His 

specialty is applied real estate research. Jones 

has completed numerous mass -appraisal assignments 

including more than $3 billion of income producing property owned by the 

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, retail properties, hotels, motels, offic-

es, commercial land, multifamily housing, residences and numerous other 

special use properties. He completed a study on the impact of the Resolu-

tion Trust Corporation on real estate values and testified before the Over-

sight Board.  

Expert witness testimony has included analysis and evaluation of a solid rock-

et missile and carbon fiber plant, hydro, gas and coal -fired electric utilities 

and co -generation plants, an internal pipe coating plant in Scotland servic-

ing the North Sea oil and gas production, and arguments on the treatment 

of deferred income taxes in the valuation of regulated public utilities. He has 

consulted The Boeing Company on property valuation issues relating to ad 

valorem property taxes at Boeingõs diverse aerospace and aircraft manu-

facturing plants in Washington.  

Ted Jones, PhD  

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
mailto:david@harryco.biz
mailto:jennifer@pvstexas.com
mailto:lily.khan@usrightofway.com
mailto:Kgnuse@tx.rr.com
mailto:cbrandt@northtarrantexpress.com
mailto:cbrandt@northtarrantexpress.com
mailto:charles@pyleswhatley.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/register_meeting.cfm
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Right of Way professionals often have very demanding schedules that require efficient use of 

time.  Even so, for many of the most successful professionals in our industry, the monthly IRWA 

Chapter 36 meetings are a òcanõt miss.ó  Here are a few habits of successful professionals who 

make the most of our monthly meetings.  

 

Arrive Early and Stay Late  ð Think about it.  What better opportunity do you have each 

month to network with so many colleagues, clients and prospects in the right -of -way 

industry?  Donõt get in a hurry.   

 

Sit with Someone You Donõt Know:  Perhaps itõs easier and more comfortable to sit with 

people you already know, but your success in this profession will be helped as you 

expand your circle of professional relationships.  Get out of your comfort zone.   

 

Bring Someone With You:  Your friends and acquaintances in the right -of -way profes-

sion will appreciate you thinking of them.  Also - remember that there is no charge 

for first time guests at Chapter 36 monthly meetings.    

 

Register for the Meeting Early , and take advantage of the discounted price.  Did you 

know that Chapter 36 subsidizes the cost of our monthly meetings?  The $15 early 

registration price is far less than the actual cost, and taking advantage of that is just 

smart.  

 

Participate in the Giveaways:  Whether itõs discounted tuition for an education course 

or a free IRWA membership, many people walk away from our monthly meetings 

with a happy wallet.  For example, at the September 2013 meeting, almost $1,000 in 

IRWA memberships and tuition discounts were given away.   

 

Sign up for Chapter 36 Education Course Offerings  at or before the monthly meeting.  

For the discounted tuition drawings, you must be present to win.  You also must enroll 

for the course at the meeting or already be enrolled in the course at the time of the 

drawing.  

 

Take advantage of Recertification Credit.  If you hold an IRWA certification or designa-

tion, be sure to sign up at the meeting for one hour of IRWA recertification credit.  

Our Chapter 36 Professional Development Committee (PDC) will have a table set up 

to help you do this.  

 

Bring Business Cards:  No elaboration needed.   

 

Smart right of way professionals know that the IRWA chapter 36 monthly meeting is an extraor-

dinary business opportunity and a great use of time.  Take advantage of it!  

David Harry, PhD  

2500 Greenbriar Drive  

Mansfield, Texas  76063  

817.225.2025 

david @harryco .biz 

David Harry, PhD  

President  

IRWA on the Web  

Presidentõs Message 

http://www.transystems.com/
mailto:david@harryco.biz
mailto:charles@pyleswhatley.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/IRWA-Chapter-36/306808166032339
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/International-Right-Way-IRWA-4104271
https://twitter.com/irwa_network
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
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Ask the Attorney  

Interesting Statistics Regarding the State Legislative Session of 2013  

 

¶ 6,061 bills and constitutional amendments were filed  

¶ 1,447 passed both chambers, and 26 were vetoed.  

 

PUC Sunset ð HB 1600 (Cook/Nichols)  

¶ Changes to PUC Commissioner Qualifications:  

¶ Required to be informed and qualified in the field of public utilities and utility regulation.  

¶ Five years experience in administration of business or government or as a practicing at-

torney or CPA.  

¶ Clarified restrictions applicable to relationships with utilities regulated by the Commission.  

¶ Provided Commissioners or the Executive Director authority to issue cease and desist or-

ders.  

¶ Conduct that is a threat to continuous and adequate electric service.  

¶ Conduct that is hazardous.  

¶ Conduct that creates an immediate danger to public safety.  

¶ Conduct that may cause immediate injury to a customer and the injury is incapable of 

being repaired or rectified by monetary compensation.  

¶ Transfers water and sewer utility regulation from TCEQ to PUC.  

Retail Electric Market Issues  

¶ System Benefit Fund to be Phased Out  

¶ Surcharge eliminated effective Sept. 1, 2013.  Balance of fund used by Sept. 1, 2016 (HB 

7 ð Darby/Williams)  

¶ Electric Bill Discount for Veterans Burned in Combat (SB 981 ð Van de Putte/Menendez)  

¶ All providers of retail electric service allowed to establish bill payment assistance pro-

grams for military veterans injured by severe burns received in combat.  Regulated enti-

ties may recover cost of program.  

Scott Moran  

Submit Questions About 

Right-of-Way Matters to  

Scott  Moran  

Burford & Ryburn Law Firm  

500 North Akard, Suite #3100  

Dallas, TX 75201  

214.740.3117  

smoran@brlaw.com  

Mr. Moranõs commentary and recap of the 83rd Texas 

State Legislative Session  

Renewable Generation Issues  

 

¶ Accelerated Depreciation for Solar Energy Property (HB 2500 ð Bohac/Watson)  

¶ Requires a tax appraiser to use the cost method for appraising solar energy property and 

use a useful life of not more than 10 years.  Sets a floor for the depreciated value of 20 per-

cent of the cost value adjusted for physical, functional, or economic obsolescence. nce.  

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.brlaw.com/
mailto:smoran@brlaw.com?subject=IRWA%20Member%20Legal%20Question
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Ask the Lawyer  

Electric Generation Issues Cont.  

¶ Extend Deadline for Commencing Nuclear Generation Construction (HB 994 ð D. Bonnen/

Hegar)  

¶ Allows construction of a nuclear generator to commence before 1/1/33 to qualify for 

 a decommissioning program.  Original deadline was 1/1/15.  

¶ Expanding Sales from Cogeneration Facility (HB 2049 ð Huberty/Williams)  

¶ In ERCOT, a qualifying cogenerator may sell electric energy at retail to more than one 

 purchaser of the cogeneratorõs thermal output. 

Energy Storage  

¶ Property Tax Abatement for Energy Storage (HB 2712 ð Perez/Taylor)  

¶ Exempts from ad valorem taxation energy storage systems of at least 10 MW used for 

 control of pollution in Pasadena.  

¶ TCEQ Grant Program for Energy Storage (SB 1727 ð Deuell/Isaac)  

¶ TCEQ allocated $1 million of Texas Emission Reduction Plan (TERP) funds in 2014 and 

 2015 for its new technology implementation grant program that may support electrici-

ty storage projects (Prior law did not allocate any funds for this program.)  

Energy Efficiency Issues  

¶ Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) Loans (SB 385 ð Carona/Keffer)  

¶ Enables commercial and industrial customers to utilize loans repaid through property 

tax assessments to fund water and energy efficiency projects, including renewable 

energy improvements.  

¶ State Agency and Higher Education Energy and Water Efficiency (SB 700 ð Hegar/

Kacal)  

¶ Requires state agencies and institutions of higher education to set goals for reducing 

their use of water, electricity, gasoline, and natural gas and include those goals in their 

comprehensive energy and water management plans.  

¶ Energy Savings Performance Contracts (SB 533 ð Zaffirini/Keffer)  

¶ Requires the State Energy Conservation Office and the Texas Higher Education Coordi-

nating Board to review measurement and verification reports applicable to energy 

savings performance contracts and periodically provide an analysis of the savings 

realized to the entity that executed the contract and the Legislative Budget Board.  

Scott Moran  

IRWA Chapter 36 and the International Right of Way Association expressly disclaims  

responsibility for and in no way implies endorsement or approval for the content or  

accuracy of articles, opinions and advertisements published in the Newsletter.  

Sign up for Course 207  ,  

sponsored by Chapter 36  

October 10 -11, 2013. 

Contact your education  

representative  today!  

Donõt put off advancing 

your  

career. Visit the classes sec-

tion of Online Learning Cen-

ter at www.irwaonline.org  

or call 310 -538-0233 ext. 138 

for more information.  

http://paramountvaluationservices.com/index2.html
http://www.irwachapter36.org/

