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September Meeting Location:   

Texas Star Golf Course & Conference Center  

 1400 Texas Star Parkway, Euless, Texas 76040, 

  Tejas Conference Room  

  September  13, 2016 -  11:30 - 1:00 

 

 

September Luncheon: TEX Rail Project Update  

 

William Richey Thompson ð TEX Rail 

Chief Engineer  

Fort Worth Transportation Authority  

 

Richey Thompson, P.E., joined The T in 

June 2015 as the TEX Rail Chief Engi-

neer, and is currently overseeing the fi-

nal design and construction of the TEX 

Rail Project.  Mr. Thompson is a profes-

sional engineer with 15 years of experi-

ence in the planning, design and con-

struction of transit projects, including 

both light and commuter rail projects.  

Prior to joining The T he worked for CH2M Hill, 

URS & CP&Y engineering consulting firms.  Mr. 

Thompson received his Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from 

Texas Tech University in 2000. 

Mr. Thompsonõs presentation will cover an update on the TEX Rail 

project.  Discussion items will status updates for the following:   

¶ Design  

¶ Construction  

¶ Vehicles  

¶ Program Budget & Schedule  

Luncheon Menu  

Prosciutto Wrapped Chicken Breast, Stuffed with Gouda Cheese, served in a White Cream 

Sauce  

Caesar Salad, Fire Roasted Vegetables, Oven Roasted New Potatoes and Cheesecake  

$20.00 before the registration deadline and $25.00 after.  

No-shows will be billed.  

Thompson  

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
mailto:mboyd@pinnaclegroup.biz
mailto:kimberly.hiebert@hdrinc.com
mailto:kimberly.hiebert@hdrinc.com
mailto:kbennett@senderotx.com
mailto:lora.gunter@txdot.gov
mailto:jennifer@pvstexas.com
mailto:kgnuse@tx.rr.com
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Summer Break is Over!!!!!!!  

 Well, summer break is over, kids are back in school, and it is 

time to get back to Chapter 36 duties.  I very much look forward to 

serving as our Chapter President this year.  The past year, board 

members and volunteers have guided our Chapter to amazing 

heights! With the help of all of the current officers and all Chapter 

members, I plan on keeping the momentum going to sustain Chapter 

36 as one of the best Chapters in the world!  

 

 Although our Chapter took a break for the summer, the IRWA 

stayed busy with the International Conference in Nashville, Tennes-

see.  As always, there were more than 1,000 fellow IRWA members in 

attendance.  We took part in a variety of educational sessions, 

presentations, game shows, networking, meetings, music and dining, 

just to name a few activities.  Our chapter, which is the second larg-

est in the world, was represented well by several of our members in 

attendance. We even had our very own Charles Stearman place as 

a runner -up for the Frank C. Balfour Professional of the Year Award!  

Our neighbors from Chapter 39 in San Antonio also won the bid to 

host the 2021 International Conference.  

 

 Things picked back up in August as many of us attended the 

Region 2 Refresher Seminar at Texas A&M University.  The educational 

sessions were well attended, and the Region Young Professionals 

hosted a great evening event.  If you havenõt attended an Interna-

tional Conference or Region Seminar, I urge you to plan, scheme, ne-

gotiate, or do whatever you can to attend one.  The networking is 

tremendous and the exposure to Right -of -Way on an international 

level is an eye -opener. We are truly privileged to be residing in an ar-

ea (North Texas) that has the need and funding for improving infra-

structure, which, among other things, results in employment for all of 

us! 

 

 I look forward to seeing everyone again at our first meeting/

luncheon on September 13, 2016 at the Texas Star in Euless.  Letõs 

come back with a bang and pack the house!  

mailto:mboyd@pinnaclegroup.biz
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
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Chapter 36 congratulates Lora Gunter on receiving the  

SR/WA designation.  

 

Way to go, Lora!!  

 

 

Marcus Boyd, SR/WA, R/W -RAC 

mailto:mboyd@pinnaclegroup.biz
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://paramountvaluationservices.com/index2.html
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Scott Moran 

Ask the Attorney  

Submit Questions About 

Right-of-Way Matters to  

Scott  Moran  

Baker Moran Doggett Ma & Dobbs  

1400 Preston Road, Suite 350  

Plano, Texas  75093 

469.351.3495 

smoran@bakermoran.com  

Question:  Can the Project Enhancement Rule possibly benefit a landowner?  

 (Part 2 of 2) 
 

Answer: Short Answer: Yes. 

 

Long Answer: As mentioned in the last Ask the Lawyer, the purpose of 

this rule is to avoid placing the landowner in a better or worse position 

than he would have enjoyed had there been no condemnation.  Exxon 

Pipeline Co. v. Zwahr, 88 S.W.3d 623 (Tex. 2002). 

However, an exception to the project enhancement rule applies where 

a condemnor does not manifest an intent to condemn a strip of land, 

but condemns nearby properties and improves them. In such a case, by 

the time the condemnor decides to condemn the strip of land, its value 

may have potentially increased due to the improvements made by the 

condemnor on nearby properties. City of Dallas v. Shackelford, 145 

Tex. 528, 199 S.W.2d 503 (1947); Enbridge Pipelines (E. Tex.) L.P. v. 

Avinger Timber, LLC, 326 S.W.3d 390, 395 (Tex. App.ðTexarkana 

2010). The landowner can recover this enhancement, because that 

strip of land was not included in the original, existing, or ongoing pro-

jects. Id.  
 

Thus, the valuation of a landownerôs property may benefit from (or 

suffer from) an enhancement or depreciation occurring in the market 

up to the time before Condemnor ñmanifests a definite purpose to take 

the particular land.ò Ft. Worth v. Corbin, 504 S.W.2d 828 (Tex. 1974).  
 

A manifestation or announcement of a definite purpose must be done 

or made publicly and be of sufficient notoriety to ensure that a person 

in the business of trading land in the vicinity, or a prospective pur-

chaser of ordinary prudence, by making a reasonable effort to gain 

information on the uses and value of the land will either know of the 

inclusion of the land within the project or will be aware of the need for 

inquiry at a convenient source where the fact will be readily obtaina-

ble Id.  
 

Further, the Texas Supreme Court has held where the valuation or ap-

praisal expert relies on a Condemnorôs condemnation to establish a 

separate economic unit and to assign value to that unit, his opinion 

reflects enhancement in the landôs value that only occurred because of 

the project itself. Evidence that land is a separate economic unit to be 

valued apart from parent tract is NOT admissible where Landowner 

relies solely on the project itself or the taking in establishing a separate 

economic unit. Exxon Pipeline Co. v. Zwahr, 88 S.W.3d 623, 629 

(Tex. 2002); Westtex, 213 S.W.3d at 353.  
 

 

 

mailto:smoran@bakermoran.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
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We would like to take the opportunity to thank all those that 
have supported IRWA Chapter 36 by advertising this year.  We 
plan to get an early start for the 2017 advertising year.  You will 
be seeing more coming your way in October.    In the meantime, 
thank you to the following companies for your support!  

 

Baker Moran  

Dunaway Associates  

HDR 

Harry Company  

Integra Realty Resources of DFW  

McKnight Title  

OõBrien Realty Advisors, LLC 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler  

Paragon Partners Ltd.  

Paramount Valuation Services  

Pyles Whatley  

Sendero Acquisitions, LP  

Stateside Right of Way Services  

Universal Field Services  

Westwood  

WFG National Title Company  

 

 

IRWA Chapter 36 Advertising Committee  

 

Sherry G. Smith, SR/WA 

Co -Chair PR & Marketing  
Oncor Electric Delivery Company  

115 W. 7th Street, Suite 1010  

Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

817-215-6588 

Sherry.smith@oncor.com  

IRWA on the Web  

mailto:sherry.smith@oncor.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/IRWA-Chapter-36/306808166032339

