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December Meeting Lunch Date and Location:   

December 15, 2017 Petroleum Club of Fort Worth  

 

777 Main Street  

Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

December 15, 2017   11:30 - 1:00  

 

 

 

 

Three blocks from Bass Hall and two blocks from the Convention Center, the  

Petroleum Club is easily accessible to any downtown area.  

 

$25.00 before the registration deadline.  

No-shows will be billed.  

December Luncheon:  December 15, 2017  

Chapter 36 End of Year Event  

Sponsored by:  

 

Please join us for our annual end of year luncheon!  

We will be announcing the awards for Employer of the Year, 

Professional of the Year, and Young Professional of the Year, as 

well as plenty of gift giveaways, entertainment by the Bucket 

List Band, fantastic prize drawings, and a silent auction benefit-

ing the Scottish Rite Childrenõs Hospital. (An official with SRCH 

will be present to collect all proceeds of the auction)  

Itõs definitely a lunch you donõt want to miss! 

Free Valet provided by Chapter 36  

Luncheon Menu  

Holiday Lunch Buffet  

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
mailto:kimberly.hiebert@hdrinc.com
mailto:kimberly.hiebert@hdrinc.com
mailto:kbennett@senderotx.com
mailto:loragunter@gmail.com
mailto:dalton.vann@am.jll.com
mailto:kgnuse@tx.rr.com
mailto:mboyd@pinnaclegroup.biz


Page 2  North Texas News  

 

Kim Heibert, SR/WA, R/W -RAC, R/W -NAC 

Presidentõs Message 

Kim Heibert  

HDR Engineering, Inc.  

600 W. Sixth Street, Suite 200 

Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

817.798.8398 

kimberly.hiebert@hdrinc.com  

Dear Chapter 36 Members,  

 I hope this newsletter finds you in a good place enjoying 

the Christmas season.  Although the very mild temperatures this 

fall isnõt helping to activate the Holiday Season in my mind, I 

am not complaining.  Iõve loved the beautiful weather and 

would like it to stay!  I hope your blessings have been bountiful 

this past year and I must admit, one of my very special blessings 

has been serving as your Chapter President.  Thank you for be-

ing involved in the Chapter and making it such a great organi-

zation to be part of.   

 When you see John Bennett and Leighton Gambill, 

please thank them for all they do for our Chapter.  As you might 

imagine, organizing monthly events with different speakers and 

venues is very time consuming.  John and Leighton have 

worked hard and planned a fantastic Christmas event for us 

which will be at 11:30AM on Friday, December 15 th at the Petro-

leum Club in downtown Fort Worth.  There will be a live band, 

food, cocktails and prizes.  For those of us who love to shop 

and get a good deal, there will be the always popular silent 

auction.  Get your Christmas shopping on while at the same 

time giving to those in need.  All proceeds will be paid directly 

to a Scottish Rite Childrenõs Hospital representative at the con-

clusion of the auction.   

As always at the December event, we will be announcing this 

yearõs Professional of the Year, Employer of the Year and Young 

Professional of the Year.   I look forward to seeing you there!  

 

Merry Christmas,  

Kim Hiebert   

Kim Heibert, SR/WA, R/W -RAC, 

R/W-NAC  

mailto:kimberly.hiebert@hdrinc.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.hdrinc.com/
http://senderoacquisitions.com/
http://www.harryco.biz/
http://www.opcservices.com/
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Hello YPõs: 

 

I hope you all had a great Thanksgiving full 

of family, food and relaxation.  I wish I could 

say the football was just as good as the oth-

ers but until next time.  We now look forward 

to Christmas and the end of the year.  I 

hope this past year has been full of happi-

ness, accomplishments, and good health.   

 

Now we look forward to the yearly favorite, the YP White Ele-

phant Christmas Gift Exchange.  We will be going back to Pap-

padeaux in Arlington (1304 E Copeland Road) on Wednesday, 

December 20 th at 6:30pm.   

 

In order to participate in the gift exchange, you must bring a gift 

yourself.  Please remember to do so, the more the merrier.   

 

An email will go out to the YP email list for RSVP.  If you have any 

questions, please email me at jsalazar@pinnaclegroup.biz  

 

Hope to see you then.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS  

JIMMY THOMAS, SR/WA  

Education Committee  

817.215.6639 

 

TOMMY MATTHEWS, R/W-AC  

Education Committee (2YR)  

214.924.4550 

 

ROBERT òWILLó SNIDER 

Education Committee (3YR)  

817.332.5522 

 

MICHAEL HALE, SR/WA, R/W-NAC,  

R/W-RAC, R/W-URAC 

Professional Development  

Committee Chair  

817.709.6978 

 

SARAH RIEBE 

Professional Development  

Committee (2YR)  

817.304.2051 

 

JACE WHATLEY, MAI 

Professional Development  

Committee (3YR)  

214.340.5880 

 

DENISE LOPEZ, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 

Membership Chair  

817.459.6537 

 

LEIGHTON GAMBILL 

Programs Co -Chair  

214.340.5880 

 

JOHN BENNETT 

Programs Co -Chair  

972.971.8661 

 

MARGARET LEIN, SR/WA 

PR & Marketing Committee  

214.486.2206 

 

SHERRY SMITH 

PR & Marketing Committee  

817.215.6588 

 

JUAN SALAZAR 

Young Professionals Chair  

817.371.9428 

 

TJ SMITH 

Webmaster  

469.337.4413 

 

ANDY COX  

Newsletter Editor  

214.740.3154 

 

DORRIEN HIMES 

Historian 

214.202.1471 

 

 

Juan Salazar   

Juan Salazar 

mailto:jsalazar@pinnaclegroup.biz
mailto:jimmy.thomas3@oncor.com
mailto:tommy@edgestonerealty.com
mailto:will.snider@am.jll.com
mailto:mhale@cobbfendley.com
mailto:sriebe@pinnaclegroup.biz
mailto:jace@pyleswhatley.com
mailto:denise.lopez@arlingtontx.gov
mailto:leighton@pyleswhatley.com
mailto:jbennett@tnpinc.com
mailto:margaret.lein@oncor.com
mailto:sherry.smith@oncor.com
mailto:jsalazar@pinnaclegroup.biz
mailto:tj.smith@am.jll.com
mailto:acox@brlaw.com
mailto:dhimes@senderotx.com
http://www.dunawayassociates.com/
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Scott Moran 

Ask the Attorney  

Submit Questions About 

Right-of-Way Matters to  

Scott  Moran  

Baker Moran Doggett Ma & Dobbs  

1400 Preston Road, Suite 350  

Plano, Texas  75093 

469.351.3495 

smoran@bakermoran.com  

Question : What is a self -sufficient economic unit and how does it 

effect compensation for a partial taking?  

Answer:  A self-sufficient economic unit is whatever can be estab-

lished with non -speculative market evidence. See In re State,  355 

S.W.3d 611, 617 (Tex. 2011) (òThough the [condemning authority] 

has a right to define the property being taken, it does not have the 

power to constrain the ownersõ evidence of competing concep-

tions of the best economic unit by which the taken property should 

be valued).   

In re State embodies the ever -growing effort to sidestep the well -

established rule in Texas set forth in City of Austin v. Cannizzo  that 

òopinion testimony as to the front-foot value of nonexistent lots in a 

hypothetical subdivision is too speculative to be admitted as direct 

evidence of market value.ó 153 Tex. 324, 267 S.W.2d 808 (1954). See 

also State v. Willey,  360 S.W.2d 524 (Tex. 1962); State v. Windham, 

837 S.W.2d 73 (Tex. 1992); City of Harlingen v. Sharboneau, 48 

S.W.3d 177, 185 (Tex. 2001) (òUnless an appraisal gives a value 

based on the landõs condition at the time of condemnation ð tak-

ing into account all relevant factors that affect its valuation, includ-

ing the market for its possible future use ð it is not relevant to the is-

sue of market value.ó); Crosstex DC Gathering Co., J.V. v. Button , 

2013 WL 257355, at *5 (Tex. App. ñFort Worth Jan. 24, 2013, no pet.) 

(not designated for publication) (ò[A] party who wants to establish 

the market value of an undeveloped tract of land may not do so 

by drawing up hypothetical plans of nonexistent subdivisions and 

then developing an opinion about the market value for the tract 

based on what those individual hypothetical lots could sell foró); 

Kaufman Nw., Inc. v. Bi -Stone Fuel Co. , 529 S.W.2d 281, 288 (Tex. 

App. ñTyler 1975, writ refõd n.r.e.) (where the property condemned 

is raw acreage it is not proper to admit in evidence hypothetical 

plats of nonexistent subdivisions, for the reason that they tend to 

cause the jury to value the land as lots in an established subdivision 

where none exists); Tex. Elec. Serv. Co. v. Yater , 494 S.W.2d 271 (Tex. 

Civ. App. ñEl Paso 1973, writ refõd n.r.e.) (error to admit evidence of 

non -existent lots where acreage was raw pasture land, was unde-

veloped, not staked off, and nothing was done in the way of im-

provements on the ground with no plat filed for record); Lower 

Nueces River Water Supply Dist. v. Collins , 357 S.W.2d 449, 452 (Tex. 

Civ. App. ñSan Antonio 1962, writ refõd n.r.e.) (ò[W]here the proper-

ty condemned is raw acreage it is not proper to admit in evidence 

hypothetical plats of nonexistent subdivisions, the reason being that 

they tend to cause the jury to value the land as lots.ó  òOpinion tes-

timony as to the value must be based upon the value of the land as 

an entirety and not in parcels, unless there is some reason to value it 

in parcels, such as differences in the nature of the land.ó).  

mailto:smoran@bakermoran.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://westwoodps.com/
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Scott Moran 

Ask the Attorney  

In In re State , the Court allowed the State to introduce evi-

dence of the highest and best use of the entire property ( i.e., to hold 

as investment for future development), and allowed the landowner 

to introduce non -speculative evidence that the condemned tract 

(a/k/a the part taken) contained several self -sufficient economic 

units that should be considered individually and separately from the 

remainder property. 355 S.W.3d at 617. The Court allowed the land-

owner to present such evidence because Texas law permits land-

owners to introduce non -speculative testimony that the condemned 

land is a self -sufficient separate economic unit, independent from 

the remainder of the parent tract, and that it has a different highest 

and best use, and accordingly a different value from the remaining 

land. State v. Chana,  464 S.W.3d 769, 782 (Tex. App.ñ Houston [1st 

Dist.] 2015, no pet.). In such a situation, the market value of the sev-

ered land can be determined without reference to the remaining 

land. Id.  

 As the Court explained in In re State, òUnlike Willey and Can-

nizzo, however, the [landowners] are not seeking valuation on the 

basis of the residential subdivision of their undeveloped property. 

They seek something much simpler. The property that the State took 

from the [landowners] is primarily highway frontage, and their ap-

praiser testified that the highest and best use was as several individu-

al tracts that could be sold as highway frontage commercial proper-

ty. This was based on their belief that similar property in the area was 

sold not in bulk but, rather, in somewhat smaller, commercial -sized 

parcels.ó 355 S.W.3d at 616.  

In other words, the Court in In re State stopped short of allow-

ing the landowner to present hypothetical plats and development 

plans, but did allow the landowner to present evidence of separate 

economic units. Landowners since have run with this theory and fre-

quently apply it in ways that require judges and juries to speculate as 

to what the future may hold. While Texas law is clear that non -

speculative evidence will not support a judgment of damages, trial 

courts across the state have allowed landowners pointing to In re 

State, Chana, Button , and other related cases to present such specu-

lative evidence to manipulate property values and increase just 

compensation awards for partial takings.  

 

BY: R. Scott Moran, Jordan Miller & Charlie Wilson  

IRWA on the Web  

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/IRWA-Chapter-36/306808166032339
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/International-Right-Way-IRWA-4104271
https://twitter.com/irwa_network
http://www.statesiderow.com/
http://www.bakermoran.com/
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The Chapter 36 Marketing Committee sent out applications for 

renewal to all of those that participated in the 2017 Advertising 

Year back in October.  We are currently accepting applications 

for the 2018 Advertising Year.  Please be aware that we will have 

limited space so it will be on a òfirst come ð first serve basisó.  We 

still have spots available so get your application and fee to me 

as soon as possible to hold your spot.  The cost will be $300 for 

your company logo/link on the website and the newsletter.  If 

you have not received the application for advertising, please 

send your contact information to us at the email link shown be-

low and we will send you the appropriate material.  

Please contact Margaret Lein for details and grab a spot!  Many 

thanks to the 2017 advertisers for supporting Chapter 36!!!  If you 

received a renewal letter for the 2018 advertising year, please 

process your payment request so that you do not lose your spot!  

We will continue running the 2017 ads through January 31 st to al-

low for the payments to process.  If we have not received your 

application by the end of January you company logo/link will be 

removed.  

As always thanks to each of you for your continued support to 

Chapter 36.  We look forward to another great year!  

 

Margaret Lein, SR/WA  

margaret.lein@oncor.com  

IRWA Chapter 36 Advertising Committee  

 

Sherry G. Smith, SR/WA 

Co -Chair PR & Marketing  
Oncor Electric Delivery Company  

115 W. 7th Street, Suite 1010  

Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

817-215-6588 

Sherry.smith@oncor.com  

Margaret Lein, SR/WA, R/W -
NAC, R/W -AMC  

Co -Chair PR & Marketing  
Oncor Electric Delivery Company  

7309 Frankford Road  

Dallas, Texas 75252 

972-985-2058 

margaret.lein@oncor.com  

Margaret Lein, SR/WA,  Sherry Smith, SR/WA  

mailto:margaret.lein@oncor.com
mailto:sherry.smith@oncor.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/

